A Memorial Service to Remember

Shared by Gwen Cartledge


Hospice of Laurens County Chaplain Dan Compton penned this very special prayer for our Hospice House capitol campaign: “Holy Father and Lord, whose    never- failing compassion for all suffering people is both our example and inspiration, and Who, throughout the ages has accomplished Your work through the gifts of your people; enable us, by the generosity and sacrifice of your servants, to provide a place, a Hospice House in our community; to provide a safe haven to help assure that none of your children need walk alone through the   valley of the shadow of death.” The      essence of this prayer and the reality of this commitment to our community were brought home to all of us at our recent Memorial service.   


There were 250 programs printed for our annual Hospice of Laurens County Candle Lighting Memorial Service held at the beautiful sanctuary of the Laurel Hill Baptist Church in Waterloo, SC on Sunday afternoon, November 11.  This annual service traditionally is held just prior to the holiday season and is dedicated to the families of those patients that Hospice of Laurens County has served during the past year. The service is usually about an hour in length and includes many    diverse religious communities and is concluded by one member of each family to come to the front of the sanctuary to hold a globe of light that contains a candle lit by children, as the name of each patient is read to coincide with the month of their death. No one was fully prepared for the emotion of the service, no one was fully prepared for the majesty of the service, and no one was fully prepared for the overwhelming attendance of more than 500 people.  Many family members joined the family member chosen to hold their loved one’s candle at the front of the sanctuary.  The mass of people that completely encircled that huge sanctuary no doubt reminded everyone of the masses that followed an unknown Galilean carpenter’s son so many, many years ago.  The spirit and presence of the carpenter’s son was palpable; His admonition for His followers to become “servants” to His children was surely fulfilled.  


Over 500 people, all very different and unique in their circumstances, found common ground in their desire to remember their loved ones and to re-connect with the staff of Hospice of Laurens County. The three young grandchildren of former Hospice patient Willard Bunting, played violins as each candle was lovingly embraced by family members. Beautifully inspiring music and scripture became a precious balm tenderly   applied to broken hearts.  Congregational hymns lifted everyone beyond the confines of this world. 


Just when no one thought there was any more room for another person to stand with their gentle light, the children from Jaime’s Tree House Bereavement Day Camp for children were asked to come forward. One by one, each child came forward to publicly declare their grief and to hold their own individual spheres of light in memory and in honor of their losses.  They were directed to the pulpit area until every last place was taken.  No one was prepared for the tremendous circle of light that connected each individual there; but then again, we are seldom prepared for the miraculous. 


Hospice of Laurens County belongs to the people of this county. The residents of Laurens County  continue to confirm their commitment to us, and with that commitment, the miracle of our own in-county Hospice House is being realized.  We welcome the opportunity to embrace those confronting a terminal      diagnosis, to embrace those families who are overwhelmed and frightened by their appointment as caregiver, to embrace those adults and children who walk the “hard ground of grief”. There is no greater gift than the gift of “home” when anyone is dying.  With the support and teaching from the professional staff of Hospice of Laurens County, that “gift” is within your reach to give.

